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The  27th  annual  convention  of  the  GSNA  is  on  the  horizon. 

Plans  are  underway  for  our  always  anticipated  convention  to  be 
held  once  again  at  the  Ukranian  Cultural  Center  in  Somerset,  NJ 
on  Thursday  May  30th  through  Saturday  June  1st,  2002. 

Details  regarding  the  show  and  planned  activities  are  included  in 
this  edition  of  the  GSNA  numismatic  journal. 

The  coin  market  seems  to  be  heating  up  with  lots  of  activity  on 
the  bourse  floor  at  most  shows  attended.  Coins  with  an 
original  look  and  lots  of  eye  appeal  are  always  in  demand  as  are 
coins  that  are  properly  graded  or  premium  quality  for  the  stated 
grade.  There  has  been  a  lot  written  in  the  numismatic  press 
regarding  the  various  grading  services  which  have  been  with  us 
since  about  1986.  It  comes  down  to  recognizing  that  the 
temporary  ownership  of  pieces  of  history  is  something  which 
provides  collectors  with  a  sense  of  accomplishment  and  pride 
but  is  not  needed  to  have  a  fulfilling  life.  It  is  therefore  up  to 
each  and  every  one  of  us  to  educate  ourselves  so  that  when  we 
decide  to  part  with  our  dollars  for  the  ownership  of  a  desired 
rare  coin,  we  do  so  with  our  eyes  wide  open.  Some  of  the  grading 
services  which  are  on  the  market  right  now  are  blatantly  absurd 
and  seem  to  be  willing  to  put  any  grade  desired  on  a  coin  holder. 

Let's  make  sure  that  we  are  educated  enough  to  avoid  these 
marketeers  and  deal  only  with  dealers  who  provide  fair  value  for 
our  hard  earned  dollars. 
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May  30, 31,  June  l 
Somerset,  N| 

SHOW  HOURS  DIRECTIONS 


Thur.  1  PM  -  7  PM 
Fri.  10  AM -7  PM 
Sat.  10  AM -5  PM 

SHOW  CHAIRMAN: 

Tom  Hyland 
P.O.  Box  26 
Glenwood,  NJ  07418 

973-875-7926 

TASH@TAPNET.NET 

Contact  Tom  for 
Dealer  Information. 


Route  287  to  Exit  10 
Take  Route  527  North. 
Left  on  Davidson  Ave. 
The  Ukrainian 
Cultural  Center 
is  on  the  right. 

FREE  ADMISSION 
FOR  MEMBERS 

BUY,  SELL,  &  TRADE 
COINS,  CURRENCY, 
TOKENS  &  MEDALS 

C4  &  EAC  MEETINGS 

BOOKS  &  SUPPLIES 
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Dear  fellow  members, 

Preparations  are  underway  for  the  27th  anniversary  G.S.N.A.  convention,  to  be  held  once  again  in 
Somerset  on  May  30th,  May  3 1st,  and  June  1st  If  it’s  not  broke,  don't  fix  it  We’ve  enjoyed  success  at  this 
location  for  the  past  several  years  and  the  show  keeps  getting  better.  Tom  Hyland,  our  veteran  convention 
chairman  reports  the  sale  of  bourse  tables  is  going  very  well.  We  hope  to  have  Randy  Campbell  and  the 
ANACS  team  return,  their  serv  ices  are  invaluable  to  the  dealers  and  visitors  to  the  show.  They  also 
contributed  to  the  Y/N  program,  this  is  what  the  hobby  is  all  about  and  this  is  why  our  convention  is  so 
important.  We  are  the  only  non-profit  organization  hosting  an  annual  three  day  convention  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  for  the  benefit  of  numismatics.  I’m  very  pleased  to  report  Larry  Gentile  will  be  returning  to 
host  the  Y/N  program.  Thankfully,  his  health  is  much  improved  and  we’re  grateful  to  have  him  back  on 
board.  It  look  likes  an  auction  is  out  of  the  picture  this  year,  we  have  to  keep  in  mind  that  we  are  in  a 
recession  or  an  economic  slow  down  at  best.  That  doesn’t  mean  the  work  and  the  planning  for  the 
convention  has  slowed  down.  That  began  before  the  last  convention  ended  and  thanks  to  Tom  Hyland  and 
the  other  dedicated  officers  of  the  GSNA  board  and  area  representatives,  this  year’s  convention  promises  to 
be  another  wonderful  meeting  of  members  from  around  the  garden  state.  We  plan  to  have  an  outstanding 
array  of  numismatic  books,  coin  supplies,  exhibits  and  educational  presentations.  Please  mark  your 
calendars  and  plan  to  join  us  for  three  wonderful  days  of  numismatics  in  New  Jersey.  We  plan  to  have  a 
pre-convention  journal  mailed  prior  to  the  convention  outlining  the  schedule  of  events  for  your  personal 
planning.  Our  annual  meeting,  open  to  all  GSNA  members,  is  scheduled  for  Saturday  and  I  invite  you  to 
join  us  for  a  short  meeting  and  the  presentation  of  GSNA  numismatist  and  member  club  of  the  year  2002. 
We’re  all  friends,  please  stop  by  and  say  hello.  We  hope  to  see  you  at  the  convention. 

Since*  I  mentioned  area  representatives,  lets  go  in  that  direction  for  just  a  moment.  Area  reps  are 
actually  club  representatives.  As  you  know,  the  GSNA  is  a  state  organization  comprised  not  only  of 
members  but  also  member  clubs  from  all  different  areas.  To  better  serve  the  membership,  we  welcome  the 
support  of  each  of  these  local  organizations  by  inviting  club  representatives  to  join  us  for  all  GSNA 
meetings  and  to  participate  in  all  GSNA  activities.  Some  of  our  most  dedicated  GSNA  members  are  club 
representatives  and  I  thank  each  and  every  one  of  them  for  their  dedication.  We  need  all  the  help  we  can 
get,  if  your  regional  or  local  club  does  not  have  a  GSNA  representative,  please  contact  our  corresponding 
secretary,  Tom  Rothacker  or  myself,  our  contact  info,  is  in  the  back  of  the  journal,  we  invite  you  to  join  us. 

I  had  the  opportunity  to  say  goodbye  to  David  W.  Lange  last  month.  I’m  sure  you’re  all  aware  that 
NGC,  National  Garaunty  Corp.  has  left  New  Jersey  and  relocated  to  Florida.  Dave  will  be  missed  greatly 
around  the  Garden  state.  I  couldn’t  tell  you  the  number  of  times  I've  seen  Dave's  name  scheduled  for  an 
educational  presentation  somewhere  at  a  coin  club  as  well  as  our  convention.  I  can’t  say  enough  about 
Dave  and  I  was  very  sorry  to  see  NGC  leave  our  area.  Dave  was  recently  married  and  we  wish  Dave  and 
Alba  the  very  best. 

Speaking  of  friends,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  run  into  Amo  Safran  down  at  the  Baltimore  show.  Amo 
has  been  very  busy  down  in  Georgia  with  the  ANA  convention  in  Atlanta  this  past  year  and  the  following 
Peachtree  Convention.  Amo  has  already  assumed  the  responsibility  of  editor  for  an  Augusta  area  club.  He 
reports  that  he  and  his  wife  Vilma  are  doing  well  and  is  kept  busy  with  the  family.  It  was  great  to  see  him 
looking  so  vibrant  and  well. 


As  always,  thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  our  organization. 
Kindest  regards, 

7^o(>e?t  ^eels  Qi.  ^t>ieside*\t 

Robert  Beels  Jr. 


Page  3 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Vo!  27,  No.  1 


Clubs  Around  the  State 

News  of  past  and  Upcoming  Events  b\  vonr  Coin  Club 

MONDAY  EVENINGS 

Forks  of  the  Delaware  Club 

meets  at  the  Grace  Lutheran  Church  on  Rosebury  Street  and  Rt  22  in  Phillipsburg.  N.l  on 

the  first  Monday  of  the  month  at  7:00pm  (except  on  holiday  and  Labor  Dav  then  the  second 
Monday) 

Rod  Rufe,  President 

The  club  held  it's  annual  Christmas  part  at  the  December  meeting  and  elected  new  ofTiers 
The  officers  are  as  follows  Red  Rufe-  President.  Craig  Stciblc-  Vice  President.  Frank 
Dolan-  Secretary,  and  Ken  Coban-  Treasurer  Upcoming  events  include  an  expanded 
auction  at  a  forthcoming  meeting,  and  the  possibility  of  renting  a  bus  to  take  club 
members  to  the  ANA  convention  in  New  York  in  August 

Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Llks  along  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk 

the  second  Monday  of  the  month 

Joe  Hume.  President 

I  he  dub  has  planned  two  shows  for  the  upcoming  year  Ihey  are  scheduled  for  March  24th  and 
October  27,  2002  and  will  be  located  at  the  Elks  Lodge  on  the  boardwalk  of  Lake  Mohawk  in 
Sparta.  NJ  rhts  \ear.  the  club  is  conducting  a  coin  investment  contest  with  each  member  selecting 
a  com  or  group  of  coins  and  tracing  their  progress  in  Coin  World  Trends.  The  entn  w  ith  the  highest 
percentage  increase  will  be  the  winner  At  the  club’s  Christmas  party  in  December,  Tony  HetTner 
was  presented  with  the  award  for  2001  Numismatist  of  the  Year  Tony  has  been  a  hard  worker  for 
the  Sussex  club  as  well  as  for  the  Hackettstown  and  Roxbury  clubs,  and  is  always  ready  to  help 
with  anything  that  needs  to  be  done  Congratulations  to  Tony! 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

meets  at  the  Helen  Chase  Room  of  the  Madison.  NJ  Public  Library 

the  third  Monday  of  the  month 

Ray  Hanagan  President.  Internet: coinguyCa eroLs.com 

The  NJNS  was  established  in  1933  and  has  met  continuously  since  then  It  is  open  to  all 
persons  interested  in  numismatics,  ranging  from  ancients  to  modern  coinage 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club 

Meets  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center  999  Lower  Ferry  Road  in  Ewing  Township.  NJ  on 

the  fourth  Monday  of  each  month. 

Dave  Ronco,  President  -  Address  c  o  TNC.  PC)  Box  HI 22,  Trenton.  NJ  08650 
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Clubs  Around  the  State 
TUESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 
Northern  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  in  the  social  hall  of  Demarest  Methodist  Church,  109  Hardenburgh  Ave.  Demurest,  NJ  at 

7:30  pm  on  the  Fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month 

James  Brandt,  President 

The  club’s  program  for  January  highlighted  Jim  Brandt  demonstrating  how  to  photograph 
numismatic  items  The  effects  of  lighting  and  background  selection  to  produce  professional  quality 
results  was  reviewed  by  Jim  Recent  attendance  pnze  winners  include  club  members  Angelo 
DiNonno,  Leonard  Marshall,  and  Charlie  Bergemann 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  m  the  Bnck  Township,  NJ  Mmicipal  Complex  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  of  the  month 
Jim  Majoros,  President 

At  the  club's  recent  31st  Anniversary  banquet,  Charlie  Licata  was  named  the  2001  Numismatist  of 
the  year,  with  Chris  Paci  named  the  2001  Jumior  Numismatist  of  the  year  Both  Charlie  and  Chris 
were  present  to  receive  their  awards  which  consisted  of  a  desk  pen  set  with  their  names  engraved 
and  a  handsome  club  certificate. 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club 

Meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month,  at  O'Conner's  Steak  and  Ale  Restaurant  on  Mountain 
Blvd  in  Warren,  NJ  -  7:30pm 
Dave  Bailey,  President 

The  club  has  been  using  a  video  camera  setup  for  it's  "show'  and  tell"  portion  of  the  monthly 
meetings  with  great  success  The  vidoe  system  allows  for  better  talks  and  an  improved  show  and 
tell  procedure  Recent  show  and  tell  topics  included  a  1756  Milled  Dollar,  a  Tetradrachm  struck 
between  315-294  BC,  as  well  as  follis  from  394-304BC 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 


Roxbury  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Roxbury  Twp  Library,  103  Main  St.,  Succasunna,  NJ 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  (from  7:00  PM) 

Joe  Bume,  President 

The  club's  February  meeting  will  be  featuring  Frank  Dolan,  who  will  be  presenting  a 
program  on  the  Lincloln  cent  series.  Activities  for  the  forthcoming  year  were  recently 
discussed  by  the  club's  Executive  Board,  with  topics  and  spreakers  lined  up  for  the  next 
several  months.  Some  presentations  to  come  include  Mike  Fey  on  Franklin  halves.  Harry 
Rescigno  on  numismatic  literature.  Mike  Kell  on  Indian  cents,  and  many  more. 
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Wednesday  Evening  Clubs  (cont) 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  #062 

Meets  8  p  m  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month 

at  the  Community  Meeting  Room  of  St.  Pius  X  School  on  Ramsey  Road  in  Scarsdale,  NY 
Club  mailing  address  is  P  O  Box  272,  Mohegan  Lake.  NY  10547-0272 
Jonathan  Lemer,  President 

At  the  club's  January  meeting,  Jon  Lemer  startet  off  the  new  year  with  a  presentation  dealing  with 
Three  cent  silvers  (aka  Tnmes).  Recent  topics  for  club  discussion  have  included  Hobo  nickels. 
Fantasy  coin  design.  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  war  numismatics,  and  many  other  interesting 
topics 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  the  Hackettstown  Community  Center  on  Rte  46 

on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month 

Prank  Dolan,  President 

The  club  presents  an  annual  "Mary  and  Leon  Grant"  award  to  the  person  who  has  made  the  greatest 
contribution  to  the  club  and  the  field  of  numismatics  in  general  This  year's  recipient  is  John 
Cubberly,  the  club's  current  Vice  President  Mary  and  Leon  Grant  were  the  founders  of  the 
Hacketstown  Coin  Club  back  in  1959,  and  bequeathed  money  to  the  club  for  the  continuation  of 
this  award  Upcoming  club  speakers  wil  mclude  Gino  DeTogm  and  Joe  Bume  who  will  speak  on 
Phillipine  Guerilla  Currency,  and  toned  coins,  respectively. 

THURSDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 

Bergen  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Richard  Rodda  Community  Center,  250  Colonial  Court 
(South  of  Voltee  Park),  in  Teaneck.  NJ  on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month 
James  Brandt,  President 


The  Currency  Club  of  Chester  County 

Meets  on  the  3rd  Thursday  each  month  at  7:00  P  M 

at  the  Community  Room  of  the  First  National  Bank  located  on  the  Southeast  comer  of  High  and 
Market  Streets,  in  West  CHester,  PA 
Norman  Aspen,  club  contact  person 


A  topic  recently  discussed  at  the  club  has  included  "Vignettes  on  stamps  and  paper  money",  with 
Ray  Waltz  speaking  The  club’s  show  and  tell  portion  has  also  recently  included  souvenir  cards, 
bank  notes,  obsolete  checks,  and  interesting  postcards. 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  page  6) 


FRIDAY  EVENINGS 
Summit/Chatham  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  the  Chatham  Boro  Fire  House,  54  Fairmont  Ave  Chatham  Boro  on  the  second  Friday  of 
each  month. 

Warren  Rymer,  President 

Formerly  the  Summit  Coin  Club,  the  club  is  seeking  new  members  and  ideas,  as  all  arc 
welcome  to  join  Dues  are  just  $5  per  year 

SATURDAYS 

Garden  State  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  St  Lukes  Church  US  RT  130  &  Highland  Ave,  Westville.  NJ  on  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month  at  6pm.  Frank  Pallante,  Secretary  Treasurer 

There  is  an  auction  ev  ery  month  and  no  charge  for  dealers  tables.  Dues  are  just  S5/year 


Clubs  Around  the  State  is  a  major  feature  of  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal 
Each  issue  incorporates  the  activities  of  fellow  numismatists  from  around  the  Tri  State  area’s  23 
member  clubs  We  invite  other  clubs  to  join  this  cavalcade  ot  refreshing  numismatic 
accomplishments  by  sending  in  reports  of  your  clubs  programs  Please  include  your  club's  meeting 
address,  day  ot  the  week  and  time  of  meeting,  contact  person  and  club's  mailing  address,  and  send 
to  the  editor  at  e-mail  address-  nchberb  a  hotmail.com 


Tom  Hyland 

collector  Coins 

Fair  prices  paid 
for  your  collection 
of  U.S. Coins 

Call  for  an  appointment 
or  meet  me  at  a  coin  show. 
P.O.  Box  26  Glenwood,  NJ  07418 
Telephone:  973  -  875-7926 
Fax  your  want  list:  973-875-7364 

See  my  latest  purchases  at 
www.CoinCache.com 
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GSNA  Update  and  Happenings 
ANNUAL  SHOW  TO  HIGHLIGHT  EXHIBITS 


As  indicated  previously  in  the  journal.  The  GSNA’s  annual 
show  to  be  held  in  Somerset,  NJ  is  just  around  the  comer. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  each  year's  show  is  the  opportunity 
for  both  adults  and  junior  members  to  display  their 
numismatic  knowledge  and  material  through  our  exhibits. 
Exhibit  size  will  be  limited  to  two  cases,  and  there  will  be  both 
Adult  and  Junior  classes.  Awards  will  be  made  for  the  Peoples 
Choice,  Adult  Best  in  Show,  and  YN  best  in  Show.  If  you  are 
interested  in  participating,  contact  Ray  Williams  for  an 
application.  Ray  can  be  contacted  at  924  Norway  Ave.  in 
Trenton,  NJ  08629,  (609)  587-5929  and  online  at 
n)rav\\  ms  a, optonline.net.  There  is  limited  space,  so  apply  early. 

Welcome  new  GSNA  members 


Welcome  to  new  members  Sam  Franklin  (J-1461),  and  Edward 
Jacobs  (R-1462). 

Nominations  sought  for  GSNA  member  and  Club  of  the  Year 

Each  year,  the  GSNA  recognizes  an  outstanding  member  and 
Numismatic  Club  which  best  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  the  hobby 
and  who  selflessly  works  for  the  betterment  of  numismatics  in 
general.  If  you  would  like  to  nominate  an  individual  and/or  a  club 
for  this  year’s  award  (a  $100  savings  bond  for  the  individual  and 
a  $100  check  and  certificate  for  the  winning  club). 

Please  forward  your  nominations  to  Jim  Majoros  at  65-16,h  Street 
in  Toms  River,  NJ  07853,  or  online  at  maior@ameri-eom.com. 
Contact  Jim  in  this  regard  prior  to  April  1,  2002. 


;  \ 

GSNA  Slide  Sets  and 

Video  programs  are 
free  to  GSNA 
members. 

contact  Ray  Williams 
at  (609)  587-5929, 
evenings  or  weekends. 
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ANA  UPDATES 


aw«rd8  Pr°0fam  In  November  seeking 


time. 


Are  srry  YN's,  who  are  ANA  members,  receiving  the  new  electronic  and  on-line 
publication  of  the  ANA?  Of  course  the  only  way  you  will  receive  these  is  if  they 
have  your  E-mail  address.  Check  this  out  with  their  official  web  site  at  http7/www 
money.org.  Back  copies  of  YN  (Your  Newsletter)  are  available  at  http  ://www.  money, 
org/y  nnew8letter.htm. 


Irrr-Majoros 
SNA  -  ANA  Rep 


GSNA  Dealer  Profile 


This  edition’s  featured  dealer  is  Tom  Hyland,  a  native 
of  Allentow  n,  PA. 

Tom  resides  in  Glenwood,  NJ  and  has  been  there  for 
over  30  years.  He  retired  from  teaching  Mathematics 
at  West  Milford  High  School,  and  is  now  pursuing 
Numismatics  as  his  full  time  career. 

Tom  has  been  a  GSNA  member  since  1982  and  is 
currently  Treasurer  of  the  Sussex  County  Coin  Club. 
He  is  the  person  who  works  diligently  behind  the  scenes 
each  year,  to  ensure  that  the  annual  GSNA  show  goes 
off  without  a  hitch. 

Tom’s  collecting  interests  include  half  cents  and  bust 
halves,  with  other  interests  including  golf,  racquetball 
and  chess. 

Be  sure  to  seek  out  Tom  at  the  GSNA  show  and  others 
where  he  sets  up  throughout  the  state.  Tom  treats  each 
of  his  customers  fairly  and  honestly,  and  is  a  dealer 
to  be  trusted. 
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U.S.  Coppers 
by  Gary  J.  Smith 


1  recently  received  the  long  awaited  “Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States 
Cents  1793  -1814”  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  which  was 
authored  by  Walter  Breen  and  edited  by  Mark  Borckardt. 

Breen  intended  to  write  an  encyclopedia  for  all  denominations  of  U.S. 
coins,  but  had  only  completed  his  study  of  Half  Cents  when  he  died.  Mark 
Borckardt  took  on  the  task  of  collating  his  notes,  organizing  the  project, 
and  getting  it  out  to  the  collecting  fraternity.  New  discoveries  kept 
“popping  up”  causing  constant  revisions,  but  now  that  it  has  been  published, 
we  are  presented  with  quite  a  wealth  of  knowledge.  This  book  can  actually 
be  considered  to  be  four  or  five  books  incorporated  into  one  edition. 

Beginning  with  a  chapter  by  Craig  Sholley,  a  specialist  in  how  early  U.S. 
coins  were  made,  we  are  presented  with  a  brilliant  discussion  on  the  early 
minting  process.  He  explains  how  these  pieces  were  produced,  the  problems 
encountered,  and  how  they  were  overcome.  An  impressive  monograph  in 
and  of  itself,  one  that  collectors  of  any  early  series  of  U.S.  coins  would  find 
of  great  value.  The  real  “guts”  of  this  book  follows  with  a  chronologic  listing 
of  the  cents.  The  lead-in  for  each  date  provides  information  on  the  source  of 
the  copper  used  for  the  planchets,  the  delivery  dates  of  the  finished  coins,  the 
quantity  delivered,  and  in  some  cases,  the  banks  to  where  they  were  delivered 
as  well  as  the  distributing  bank.  Much  of  this  information  was  gleaned  after 
years  of  study  and  research  at  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

What  follows  is  a  detailed  description  of  every  known  variety  of  early  cents. 
Included  is  attribution  information,  revised  and  updated  rarity  information, 
and  the  pedigrees  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  each  variety.  The  pedigree 
information  is  provided  by  Del  Bland  and  William  Noyes  after  years  of  study 
and  cataloging  coins  and  collections  throughout  the  world. 


1798  Large  Cent  S-179 
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Theories  are  also  put  forth  as  to  why  certain  varieties  are  rare;  for  example, 
interrupted  die  marriages,  early  die  failure  due  to  improper  manufacture,  or 
the  improper  positioning  of  the  dies  in  the  press,  to  name  but  a  few. 

The  manner  in  which  each  variety  is  presented  is  entirely  new.  Each  date 
begins  with  a  Breen  number  beginning  with  B-l  for  the  initial  emission 
for  that  year,  the  first  variety  struck  with  that  date.  This  differs  from  the 
Sheldon  system  in  which  1793  begins  with  S-l  and  ends  in  1814  with  S-295. 
Each  variety  is  also  assigned  an  obverse  die  number  and  a  reverse  die  letter 
as  Sheldon  also  did;  for  example,  1794  Breen  5:  Dies  4-B.  As  the  designation 
is  new,  it  can  be  a  bit  confusing  for  collectors  used  to  the  Sheldon  system. 
Since  Breen’s  system  is  based  on  his  emission  sequence,  things  sometimes 
aren’t  where  they  “should  be”. 

Breen's  sequence,  however,  presents  the  most  orderly,  sensible  and  logical 
system  put  forth  so  far.  Whether  this  system  is  adopted  in  the  future  remains 
to  be  seen,  although  personally,  after  using  Sheldon’s  system  for  over  thirty 
year’s,  I’ll  continue  to  use  this  “illogical”  system  and  use  the  new  sequence 
as  an  adjunct. 

The  book  follows  with  a  chapter  on  errors  found  among  the  early  cents.  Photos 
are  provided  illustrating  some  of  the  more  spectacular  blunders  and  how  they 
were  produced.  Included  is  a  listing  of  the  known  pieces,  giving  the  reader  a 
clue  as  to  their  scarcity. 

There  is  much  more  than  what  I’ve  touched  on  here,  and  all  in  all,  there  is  a 
wealth  of  information  in  the  book  for  early  cent  collectors.  I’ve  used  the  word 
“information”  quite  a  bit  in  describing  the  books  contents,  and  why  not?  That’s 
what  you  get  here,  from  a  man  who  “collected”  it. 
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THE  MODERN  MINTING  PROCESS 
HOW  U.S.  COINS  ARE  MADE 

BY  KARI  BROWER 

THIS  ARTICLE  IS  BASED  ON  A  COURSE  THAT  I  TOOK  AT  THE  1998 
A.N.A.  SUMMER  SEMINAR  ENTITLED  "THE  MODERN  MINTING  PROCESS- 
HOW  ERRORS  &  VARIETIES  ARE  CREATED".  I  FEEL  THAT  IT  IS 
MORE  IMPORTANT  TO  WRITE  ABOUT  WHAT  I  LEARNED  IN  COLORADO 
AND  NOT  ABOUT  WHAT  I  DID  WHILE  I  WAS  THERE.'  THIS  ARTICLE 
WILL  ONLY  DEAL  WITH  THE  MODERN  MINTING  PROCESS. 

THE  P-D-S  SYSTEM: 

THE  FIRST  THING  THAT  I  LEARNED  FROM  THIS  COURSE,  WHICH 
WAS  TAUGHT  BY  BILL  FIVAZ  AND  J.  T.  STANTON  (TWO  TERRIFIC 
INSTRUCTORS),  WAS  THE  P-D-S  SYSTEM.  IN  THIS  CLASS  P-D-S 
DOES  NOT  STAND  FOR  THE  PHILADELPHIA,  DENVER,  OR  SAN 
FRANCISCO  MINTS.  IN  THE  MODERN  MINTING  PROCESS,  P-D-S 
STANDS  FOR  P-PLANCHET  MAKING  PROCESS,  D-DESIGN  6,  DIE 
MAKING  PROCESS,  AND  S-STRIKING  PROCESS.  I  AM  GOING  TO 
DISCUSS  THE  DESIGN  &  DIE  MAKING  PROCESS  FIRST  BECAUSE  I 
BELIEVE  IT  IS  REALLY  THE  FIRST  STEP  IN  THE  MINTING 
PROCESS. 

THE  DESIGN  &  DIE  MAKING  PROCESS: 

THE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  DESIGN  &  DIE  MAKING  PROCESS  IS  THE 
DESIGN  CONCEPT.  ONCE  THE  SCULPTOR/ENGRAVER  HAS  A  DESIGN 
CONCEPT  HE  OR  SHE  MAKES  A  SKETCH  OF  IT.  THE  SKETCH  IS 
THEN  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  "SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY"  IN 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  FOR  APPROVAL.  ONCE  APPROVAL  HAS  BEEN 
GIVEN,  A  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  MODEL  OF  THE  DESIGN  IS  MADE 
BY  THE  SCULPTOR/ENGRAVERS.  IT  IS  INTERESTING  TO  MEN¬ 
TION  THAT  THOMAS  D.  ROGERS,  SR.  IS  CURRENTLY  THE  ONLY 
SCULPTOR/ENGRAVER  ON  THE  PHILADELPHIA  MINT  STAFF  WHO 
WORKS  IN  THE  NEGATIVE  (RECESSED,  NOT  RAISED  DESIGN) 

ON  HIS  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  MODELS. 
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THE  DESIGN  &  DIE  MAKING  PROCESS:  (CONT.) 

AFTER  MODIFICATIONS  TO  THE  PLASTER  OF  PARIS 
MODEL  A  RUBBER  MOLD  OR  MASK  IS  MADE  BY  POURING  RUBBER 
OVER  THE  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  DESIGN.  AFTER  THE  RUBBER 
HARDENS,  EPOXY  IS  CASTED  (POURED)  INTO  THE  RUBBER 
MOLD.  ONCE  THE  EPOXY  HARDENS,  IT  IS  SENT  TO  THE  DIE 
MAKING  AREA  OF  THE  MINT.  THE  EPOXY  MODEL  IS  PUT  ONTO 
A  MACHINE  CALLED  A  "JANVIER  TRANSFER  REDUCTION  MACHINE", 
(PRONOUNCED  JOHN-V-AIR).  THE  "JANVIER  MACHINE"  TRACES 
THE  DESIGN  ON  THE  EPOXY  AND  TRANSFERS  THE  REDUCE  DESIGN 
TO  A  PIECE  OF  STEEL  CALLED  A  MASTER  HUB.  ON  THE  "JANVIER 
MACHINE"  THERE  IS  A  FULCRUM  THAT  CUTS  THE  DESIGN  INTO 
THE  MASTER  HUB. 

THE  MASTER  HUB  IS  THE  SAME  DIAMETER  AS  THE  ACTUAL  COIN  AND 
THE  DESIGN  ON  THE  .MASTER  HUB  IS  IN  RELIEF  (RAISED)  JUST 
EXACTLY  AS  IT  APPEARS  ON  A  COIN.  THE  REDUCTION  PROCESS 
THAT  I  JUST  DISCUSSED  CAN  TAKE  DAYS  TO  COMPLETE.  AFTER 
THE  MASTER  HUB  IS  COMPLETED,  IT  IS  HEATED  TO  EXTREME 
TEMPERATURES  (CALLED  ANNEALING)  AND  THEN  QUENCHED  (COOLED) 
QUICKLY  IN  A  VAT  OF  OIL.  THIS  PROCESS  OF  HEATING  A  COOLING 
IS  CALLED  "TEMPERING"  AND  IT  IS  DONE  TO  HARDEN  THE  STEEL 
EVEN  FURTHER.  THE  MASTER  HUB  IS  THEN  PLACED  ON  A  MACHINE 
CALLED  A  "HYDRAULIC  HUBBING  PRESS".  ON  THIS  MACHINE, 

OPPOSITE  OF  THE  MASTER  HUB  IS  A  PIECE  OF  DIE  STEEL  APPROX. 

FOUR  INCHES  LONG.  WHEN  THE  MASTER  ^HUB  AND  THE  DIE  STEEL 
ARE  IN  THE  PRESS  THEY  COME  TOGETHER  SLOWLY  AND  GRADUALLY. 

AFTER  EACH  IMPRESSION  (HUBBING),  THE  DIE  STEEL  IS  HEATED 
IN  ORDER  TO  SOFTEN  IT  FOR  THE  NEXT  SQUEEZE  OR  IMPRESSION. 
SEVERAL  HUBBINGS  MUST  BE  DONE  IN  ORDER  TO  GIVE  THE  DESIGN 
THE  RIGHT  DEPTH  IN  THE  DIE  STEEL.  IF  THE  RIGHT  DEPTH  WAS 
OBTAINED  IN  THE  FIRST  HUBBING  OF  THE  DIE,  THE  DIE  WOULD 
LIKELY  HAVE  CRACKS  OR  AT  BEST  WEAKEN  THE  DIE  DUE  TO  STRESS. 
AFTER  THE  MASTER  DIE  IS  COMPLETED,  THE  MASTER  DIE  PRODUCES 
WORKING  HUBS,  AND  WORKING  HUBS  PRODUCES  WORKING  DIES. 

THE  WORKING  DIES  ARE  THE  ONES  THAT  ACTUALLY  STRIKES  THE  COINS. 
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THE  PLANCHET  MAKING  PROCESS: 

WE  WILL  ASSUME  THAT  THE  LARGE  COIL  QF  METAL  STRIP  USED  TO 
MAKE  COINS  HAVE  ALREADY  BEEN  MADE.  THE  COIL  OP  METAL  STRIP 
IS  FED  INTO  A  MACHINE  CALLED  A  "BLANKING  PRESS" .  THE  "BLANK¬ 
ING  PRESS"  IS  LIKE  A  LARGE  COOKIE  CUTTER  THAT  PUNCHES  OUT 
THE  ROUND  PLANCHETS.  A  PLANCHET  WITHOUT  A  RIM  IS  CALLED  A 
BLANK  OR  A  PLANCHET  I,  AND  A  BLANK  WITH  A  RIM  IS  CALLED  A 
PLANCHET  OR  PLANCHET  II.  AFTER  BLANKS  ARE  CREATED  DURING 
THE  "BLANKING  PROCESS"  THEY  ARE  THEN  SENT  BY  A  CONVEYOR 
BELT  TO  A  FURNACE  TO  BE  HEATED  (THIS  IS  TO  SOFTEN  THE 
BLANK  SO  IT  CAN  BE  STRUCK  LATER). 

AFTER  THE  BLANKS  ARE  ANNEALED  THEY  ARE  THEN  DROPPED  INTO  A 
WATER  TANK  WHERE  THEY  WILL  COOL  FOR  ABOUT  30-45  MINUTES. 

AFTER  THIS,  THE  BLANKS  ARE  WASHED  FOR  ABOUT  20  MINUTES 
AND  THEN  DRIED  FOR  ABOUT  30-45  MINUTES.  AFTER  THE  BLANKS 
DRY  THEY  ARE  SENT  TO  THE  "UPSETTING  MILL"  WHERE  THEY  WILL 
RECEIVE  THEIR  RIMS  AND  BECOME  PLANCHETS.  INCIDENTALLY, 

DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  "BALL"  THE  COMPANY  THAT  MAKES  "MASON 
JARS"  (USED  TO  PRESERVE  FOOD)  ALSO  MAKES  COIN  PLANCHETS 
FOR  THE  U.S.  MINT? 

THE  STRIKING  PROCESS: 

AFTER  THE  PLANCHETS  GO  THROUGH  THE  "UPSETTING  MILL"  THEY 
ARE  TAKEN  TO  THE  "COINING  PRESSES"  VIA  OVERHEAD  CONVEYORS. 
THE  CONVEYORS  HAVE  SMALL  BINS  THAT  PLACES  THE  PLANCHETS 
INTO  A  LARGE  HOPPER  ABOVE  THE  "COINING  PRESSES".  FROM 
THERE,  THE  PLANCHETS  ARE  FED  BY  GRAVITY  THROUGH  "FEEDER 
TUBES"  DOWN  INTO  THE  "COINING  CHAMBER",  (A  PLACE  IN  THE 
"COINING  PRESS"  WHERE  THE  STRIKING  ACTUALLY  TAKES  PLACE). 
ONCE  IN  THE  "FEEDER  TUBES",  THE  PLANCHETS  DROP  DOWN  TO 
THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS".  THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS"  ARE  METAL 
SLIDES  THAT  FEEDS  AND  EJECTS  PLANCHETS  TO  AND  FROM  THE 
"COINING  CHAMBER". 
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THE  STRIKING  PROCESS:  (CONT.) 

ONCE  THE  PLANCHET  IS  IN  THE  STRIKING  CHAMBER,  THE  PLANCHET 
RESTS  ON  THE  "ANVIL  DIE”  AND  PLACED  WITHIN  THE  "COLLAR"  BY 
THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS".  WHEN  THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS"  RETRACT, 
THE  "HAMMER  DIE"  COMES  DOWN  AND  STRLKES  THE  PLANCHET. 

WHEN  THE  "HAMMER  DIE"  RETRACTS,  THE  "ANVIL  DIE"  (RIDING  ON 
A  CAM)  RISES,  THEN  THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS"  PUSHES  THE  STRUCK 
COIN  OUT  OF  THE  CHAMBER,  AND  THEN  THE  "FEEDER  FINGERS" 
DEPOSITS  ANOTHER  COIN  INTO  THE  CHAMBER  STARTING  THE 
STRIKING  PROCESS  OVER  AGAIN. 

THE  "COINING  CHAMBER"  CONSISTS  PRIMARILY  OF  A  "HAMMER" 
(UPPER  DIE),  AN  "ANVIL"  (LOWER  DIE),  "FEEDER  FINGERS", 

AND  A  "COLLAR"  WHICH  IS  A  METAL  RING  THAT  RETAINS  THE 
METAL  DURING  STRIKING  AND  PREVENTS  IT  FROM  EXPANDING 
BEYOND  THE  COIN'S  DIAMETER.  THE  "COLLAR"  IS  ALSO  A 
DIE.  THE  "COLLAR"  ALSO  PROVIDES  A  REEDED  EDGE  TO  COINS. 


How  A  Coin  Is  Made 


Editors  note:  Due  to  space  considerations,  Part  II  will  be  included  in  the  next  journal 
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At  the  annual  GSNA  meeting,  members  gather  with 
GSNA  President  Bob  Beels,  center-seated  with 
Outstanding  Ocean  County  Coin  Club  president 
Jim  Majoros  (I)  holding  certificate  and  Frank  Dolan  (r) 
holding  his  certificate  for  GSNA  Numismatist  of  the  Year. 


TAX  PLANNING  &  CONSULTING  . 


INDIVIDUALS,  CORPORATIONS, 
PARTNERSHIPS  &  LLC’S 
INCOME  TAX  PREPARATION 
COMPILATIONS  &  REVIEWS 
CERTIFIED  AUDITS 


TAX  EXAMS  &  AUDITS 
NEW  BUSINESS  SET-UPS 
ESTATES,  GIFTS  &  TRUSTS 
MANAGEMENT  ADVISORY 
COMPUTERIZED  ACCOUNTING 


Member  NJ 
Society  Of  CPAs 
&  A.I.C.P.A 


M.S.  IN  TAXATION 
E\rENING  & 
WEEKEND  HOURS 


^2581  E.  CHESTNUT  AV  (SUITE  B),  VINELAND/ 


The  GSNA  thanks  Linda  M  Avena,  CPA  for  her  continued  support 
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At  the  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  Show  last  year, 
Toms  Skic  (r)  of  Hopewell,  NJ  discusses  his 
exhibit,  “American  Money  of  WW  II”  with  Ben 
Van  Selous,  also  of  Hopewell.  Tom’s  exhibit 
contained  the  coins  struck  during  that  war'’  with 
effects  of  an  airplane,  tank,  rifles  and  bullet  shells. 


NJNJ  Advertising  Rates 


Full  page  inside  cover 

$100 

Full  page  elsewhere 

75 

Two  full  pages  -centerfold 

175 

Half  page 

42.50 

Quarter  page 

25 

Photo-ready  copy  tor  next  issue 
Send  to  Editor,  4  Chestnut  Trail 
Flemingotn,  NJ  08822 
richherb  a  hotmail  com 

GSNA  Member  Club's  Show  Ads  FREE! 
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GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  GSNA  speakers  and  their  topics  to  be  updated  in  future  issues. 
Contact  Ray  Williams  (See  below,)  for  further  details. 


Christopher  T.  Connell 
Harry  Garrison 
David  Gladfelter 
Greg  Heim 

William  H.  Horton,  Jr. 

Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph  D. 

Spencer  Peck 
Ray  Williams 


Byzantine  Coins 
Canadian  Coins 

NJ  Obsolete  Paper  Money  and  Scrip 
Red  Book  Half  Cent  Varieties 
U.S.  Large  Bank  Notes 
Morgan  <&  Peace  Dollars 

The  NJ  State  Quarter 
New  Jersey  Coppers 


2001  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  President 

Robert  Beels,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  1281 

E.  Stroudsburg,  PA  18301 

Bob  presides  over  GSNA  Board  meetings  and  Is  the  person  to 
contact  about  GSNA  activities.  (e-mail  address 

RbeelsSASCO.COM) 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 

Jim  Majoros 

66  -16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  07853 

As  1st  Vice  President,  Jim  presides  at  meetings  in  the 
President's  absence.  He  is  the  person  to  contact  if  you  or  your 
club  needs  to  accomplish  a  numismatic  goal,  (e-mail 
majorffameri-com.com 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Avenue 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  handles  GSNA  slide/Video  programs,  the  Speakers'  Bureau 
and  GSNA  Certificates..  Contact  Rav  for  a  club  orooram  or  if 
you  are  willing  to  speak,  (e-mail  njraywms  aoptonline.net 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secy. 
Tom  Rothacker 

GSNA  -  PO  Box  661 
Middlesex,  NJ  08846 

Tom  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  publicity  and  public  relations.  He  Is 
also  responsible  for  maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact 
him  for  Change  of  Address  membership  renewals,  new 
memberships,  news  releases,  e-mail  numi23ffaol.com 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
Peter  Wacker 

1321  Mallard  Drive 
Martinsville,  NJ  08836 

Pete  records  the  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings  and  Is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  association 

powackerTfferebus.rutgers.edu) 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Doug  DelGuercio 

P.O.  Box  660 
Hopatcong,  NJ  07843 

Doug  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association 
including  all  publicly  available  Information.  The  audits  of  the 
GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for  inspection  by  all 
members. 

e-mail  ddelguercioffispcorp.com 

Rich  Berberian,  NJNJ  editor 

4  Chestnut  Trail 
Flemington,  NJ  08822 

As  editor  of  the  Nen>  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal ,  Rich  Is  the  person  to 
send  articles  for  publication  or  news  and  events  of  your  club. 

(e-mail  address  richberbff  hotmail.com) 
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GSNA  Slide  Sets  and  Video  Programs 

Below  is  a  listing  of  slide  sets  and  Video  programs  from  the  GSNA  Library  These  sets  are 
available  FREE  to  GSNA  members  and  member  clubs.  If  you  w  ould  like  to  borrow  a  slide  or  video 
tape,  contact  Ray  Williams,  924  Norway  Ave  ,  Trenton,  NJ  08629  or  by  phone  (609)-587-5929 
evemngs  or  weekends 


Slide  Sets 

1  Greek  coins  from  the  6th  century  BC  to  Alexander  the  Great  (Seaby)  w/script 

2.  English  Milled  Gold  Coins  (Seaby)  w/script 

3.  English  Silver  Crowns  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 

4  Scottish  Coins  Gold  from  Robert  III  to  William  III  (Seaby)  w/script 

5  English  Coins  from  the  British  Royal  Mint  (Seaby)  w/tape 

6.  Coins  of  the  Bible  Days  (Seaby)  w/script 

7.  Coins  and  Medals  of  the  Renaissance  w/script 

8.  United  States  Coins  in  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

9  Byzantine  Coins  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

10  The  Hellenistic  Monarchies  Alexander  the  Great  to  Cleopatra  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 
11.  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  reflect  Jewish  History  and  Traditions  w/script  &  tape 

12  Mint  Errors  and  Varieties  w/tape 

13  We  Care  About  Eagles  (National  Wildlife  Foundation)  w/tape 

14.  America's  Copper  Coinage  (1783-1857)  by  Richard  Doty  (ANS)  w/script  &  tape 

15  The  Franklin  Mint  (no  tape  or  script) 

16  Embossed  Shell  Cards  by  Mitchell  &  Rulau  w/script 

17.  Colonial  Coins  w/tape 

18.  Michaelangelo  w/script 

20  Welcome  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  w/tape 
21.  Money  In  Early  America  (ANS)  w/tape 

22  Counterfeit  Detection  no  tape  or  script 

23  Stamp  Collection  (Smithsonian)  no  tape  or  script 

24  Confederate  States  of  America  Currency  (ANS)  w/script 

25  Roman  Medallions  w/script 

26  Roman  Coins  -  Coinage  of  the  Republican  Rome  (Seaby)  no  tape  or  scrip 

Video  Tapes 


VT1  Ancient  Coins  and  Modem  Fakes  (ANS) 

VT2  Classic  U  S  Gold  Coins  of  the  20th  Century  (MRC) 

VT3  Collecting  And  Grading  U  S  coins 

VT4  How  to  Create  an  Award  Winning  Exhibit 

VT5  Organizing  a  Numismatic  Presentation 

VT6  U  S  Silver  Commemorative  Coins 

VT7  Video  Guide  to  Full  Step  Jefferson  Nickels 
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